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I cared in public and satisfactory fashion, or to be allowed
to visit by myself what I desired to visit.

In Borne, my first experience was with the Vatican. I
had anticipated trouble in Borne, and had been preparing
for it. My relations with Pope Leo XIII while I was
President had been more than cordial, as he was a broad-
minded man, with a genuine knowledge of foreign affairs
and of the needs of the time; as a token of his recognition
of the way I had handled the Friars' Lands question in the
Philippines he had sent me a beautifully done mosaic pic-
ture of himself in his garden. His successor was a worthy,
narrowly limited parish priest; completely under the con-
trol of his Secretary of State, Merry del Val, who is a
polished man of much ability in a very narrow line, but a
furiously bigoted reactionary, and in fact a good type of a
sixteenth century Spanish ecclesiastic. To you who know
your Borne so well, and whose son has written so wonder-
fully of Garibaldi, and of the movement that turned Borne
into what it now is, I need hardly say that the Eternal
City offers the very sharpest contrasts between the ex-
tremes of radical modern progress, social, political and
religious, and the extremes of opposition to all such prog-
ress. At the time of my visit the Vatican represented the
last; the free-thinking Jew mayor, a good fellow, and his
Socialist backers in the Town Council, represented the first;
and between them came the king and statesmen like his
Jewish Prime Minister, and writers like that high and fine
character Foggazaro, and ecclesiastics like some of the car-
dinals, as for instance Janssens, the head of the Benedic-
tines, and the Bishop of Cremona, a great friend of Fog-
gazaro.

In this society American Methodism had suddenly ap-
peared, several representatives having been sent thither
on a mission. Some of these representatives were really
excellent men, who were doing first-class work; they had a
Sunday school, one of the teachers in which was a grand-
daughter of Garibaldi, while one of the graduates was her
brother, a grandson of Garibaldi, a very fine fellow. This